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LATE  FOREIGN  DEVELOPMENTS  .   .  . 


CANADA 

The  weather  during  the  week  ended  August  17  was,  in  general, 
favorable  for  the  development  of  late  crops.    Moderate  warmth  and  showers 
"benefited  late  grains  in  some  areas,  though  such  improvement  was  "balanced 
"by  damage  in  other  districts,  especially  southeastern  and  southwestern 
Saskatchewan. 

Harvesting  of  grain  has  commenced  in  all  three  of  the  Prairie  Provinces. 
In  Manitoba,  the  harvest  is  in  full  swing  and  in  the  southwestern  districts 
more  than  half  the  barley  and  Oats  have  been  cut.    Early  barley  has  been 
threshed  and  the  yields  are  reported  to  be  good.     Less  progress  has  been 
made  in  Saskatchewan  but  some  wheat  and  early  fields  of  barley  and  oats  have 
been  cut.    The  harvest  will  be  general  in  most  parts  of  the  Province  toward 
the  last  of  August.     Combining  is  active  in  the  dry  areas  of  Alberta  though 
harvesting  will  not  be  general  until  September.    Yields  of  wheat  vary  con- 
siderably, with  the  best  yields  on  summer  fallow. 

Wheat-stem  sawfly  is  threatening  the  crop  in  southern  Alberta  and 
many  parts  of  Saskatchewan.     Some  farmers  are  cutting  immature  wheat  to 
avoid  further  losses.     Grasshoppers  are  also  active  in  Alberta  and  are 
said  to  be  concentrating  on  late  oats.    Hail  damage  is  reported  in  all 
three  Provinces . 

AUSTRALIA 

Trade  sources  predict  that  this  year's  planned  area  of  8,300,000  acres 
for  wheat  will  not  be  achieved,  since  moisture  conditions  have  been  unfavorable. 
They  report  last  year's  area  seeded  to  wheat  at  9,280,000  acres. 

UNITED  KINGDOM 

As  grain  harvesting  progresses,  unofficial  sources  continue  optimistic 
reports  of  outturn  and  quality.    Yields  are  said  to.  be  good,  in  general,  and 
the  quality  of  the  new  wheat  is  reported  excellent. 

MEXICO 

The  1943  cotton  crop  is  now  espected  to  reach  496,000  bales  of  230 
kilos(507  lbs.)  each.     This  would  be  an  increase  of  about  10  percent  over 
the  estimated  production  of  454,000  bales  in  1942,  which  was  the  record 
crop  up  to  that  date.     The  increased  production  is  the  result  of  expanded 
acreage  and  good  yields.     During  the  12- months  ended  June  30,  1943,  the 
consumption  of  raw  cotton  in  Mexico  amounted  to  426,000  bales  and  exports 
to  28,000  bales.     The  July  1,  1943  carryover  was  160,000  bales.  The 
opinion  was  expressed  that  consumption  in  1943-44  is  not  likely  to  show 
much,  if  any,  increase  over  that  for  1942-43. 
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GRAINS  J\UD  GRAIN  PRODUCTS.   .  . 


CANADIAN  GRAIN  CARRY-OVER  AT  RECORD  LEVEL 

Carry-over  of  all  grains  on 'July  31,  the  end  of  the  crop  year 
1942-43,  reached  .new  record  levels  in  Canada,  according  to  information 
received  from  the  Dominion  .Bureau  of  Statistics  at  Ottawa.     Despite  the 
high  level  of  stocks  at  the  end  of  July,  the  disappearance  of  grains  is 
indicated  to  have  "been  unprecedentedly  large  during  the  four  months  fol- 
lowing the  March. 31  stocks  report.    The  disappearance  of  feed  grains,  in 
particular,  seems  to  have  "been  above  average  during  that  period. 

The  total  carry-over  of  Canadian  wheat  in  all  positions  in  both 
Canada  and  the  United  States  was  placed  at  601.5  million  bushels  on  July 
31,  compared  with  the  revised  figure  of  423.8  million  bushels  for  the 
same  date  of  a  year  ago,  and  the  previous  record  of" 480.1  million  bushels 
on  that  date  of  1941.     Stocks  on  farms,  estimated  at  197.2  million  bus^ 
hels,  constituted  almost  a  third  of  the  large  stocks  and  are  in  decided 
contrast  with  farm  stocks  of  10.4  million  bushels  on  July  31,  1942.  Under 
the  wheat  policy  adopted  for  the  1943-44  marketing  year,  stocks  of  old 
wheat  may,  for  the  first  time,  be  marketed  under  new-crop  marketing  quotas. 

Total  stocks  of  Canadian  grain  in  Canada  and  the  United  States, 


July  31,  1941  -  1943 


Grain 

;  '  ' i94i 

1942  a/ 

1943 

:    1,000  bushels  - 

t 

1,000  bushels 

1,000  bushels 

 !          480,129    .' * 

!  '423,752 

:  601,477 

28 , 607 

!          149 , 324 

10,821 

:  69,254 

• 

3,353 

15,277 

From  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics.  Ottawa, 
a/  Revised. 


Preliminary  disposition  data  suggest  that  estimates  for  the  1942 
wheat  crop  in  the  Prairie  Provinces  were  overestimated.    Present  reports 
point  to  an  indicated  downward  revision  which  is  said  to  involve  about 
36  million  bushels.    Most  of  the  change  is  expected  to  be  made  in  the 
estimate  for  Saskatchewan. 

The  apparent  utilization  of  feed  grains  was  high  during  the  4 
.months  following  the  statement  of  March  31  stocks.     Disappearance  of  oats 
for  domestic  use  and  export  during  that  period  was  indicated  at  the  high 
rate  of  245  million  bushels  as  compared  with  84  million  during  the  compar- 
able period  of  1942  and  103  million  in  1941.     Disappearance  of  barley  was 
also  at  a  high  level  at  98  million  bushels  for  the  4  months,  compared  with 
35  million  for  that  period  of  1942  and  25  million  in  1941. 
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CANADA :    Stocks  of  grain  m  all  positions,  July.  3.1,  1943 


• 

Position 

Wheat  ■•  ■ 

Oats 

Barley  ; 

■  Eye 

1  ,..000 

1,000 

-    1,000  ■;' 

1,000... 

t 

"bushels  . 

'"bushels 

bushels 

:  bushels 

* 

197,207 

118,404 

.    41 , 314 

6,086 

Country  and  private  terminal  j 

226,185 

14,706 

:  10,350 

:    3 , 994 

Western  mills  end  mill  elevators  . : 

5 , 951 

!  .600 

:,  258 

:  78 

14,920 

29 

:    ,  117 

i  a/ 

Vancouver  -  New  Westminster  '  ., : 

17, 203 

!       V  63 

1  21 

:'   .  1 

Victoria  and'  Prince  Rupert  : 

elevators  ... . . . .". . .'. 

/  .  2,227, 

2,617 

►   

*  — 

Port  William  -  Port  Arthur  : 

".  '     ' "  ; 

,  56,531' 

:  .  .  7  ,144 

8,593 

:    3,755  . 

1,968 

132 

:  216 



14,580 

. 4,475 

!. . ,  3,120 

'    .;  -382 

43,750 

968' 

1,728 

76 

3,083 

334 

181 

37 

586,222 

146,855 

65,898^ 

:  14,409 

Total  Canadian  grain  in  the  U.S.: 

15,255 

2,469. 

:  3,356' 

•  868 

Total  Canadian  grain  in  Canada  : 

'  601,477 

149 , 324 

-  69,254 

'  15,277 

Prom  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics,  Ottawa, 
a/  Less  than  500  bushels. 


EGYPTIAN  WHEAT  PRODUCTION  SLIGHTLY-  INCREASED  ... 

Egypt's  wheat  production  in  1943  is  estimated  at  47,460,000  bushels, 
according  to  information  received  in  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural 
Relations.    The  1943  crop  is  about  2  percent  above  the  estimated  46,357,000 
bushels  harvested  in  1942.  '  Per- acre  yields  are  reported  as  being  the  low- 
est for  years,  as  the  result  of  the  shortage  of  fertilizer. and'  the  delayed 
irrigation  operations  during  the  spring.  [  ,  •. 

At  the  current  level,  production  is  slightly  below  estimated  consumption 
requirements  which  are  above  average  this  year.'  Stocks  are  unofficially 
placed  at  2.8  million-bushels,  which  would  help  to  make  up  the  deficit. 
The  reported  record  barley  crop  will  also  help  extend  supplies.     (See  also 
Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  June  14. and  July  5,  1943).    The  war-bread  com- 
position has  been  changed  and  ass  of  June  10  was  to  be  composed  of  90  percent 
wheat  flour  and  10  percent  extraction  ratio  and  barley  at  a  62.5  percent 
ratio.     The  barley  replaces  corn  and  rice  flotirs  in  the  bread. 
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COTTON  AND  OTHER  FIBERS 


AUSTRALIAN  COTTON  CROP  REDUCED 

The  Australian  cotton  crop,  which  hs.s  just  been  picked,  is  estimated 
by  trade  sources  to  he  equivalent  to  about  8,400  bales  of  478  pounds  net, 
or  almost  equal  to  the  1939-40  crop.     In  other  recent  years  crops  have 
been  considerably  larger. 

Dry  weather  throughout  the  planting  season  last  September  and 
October  caused  considerable  decrease  in  the  area  planted  to  cotton  for 
this  year's  crop.    Unfavorable  growing  conditions  throughout  the  season, 
with  irregular  rains  that  brought  too  much  moisture  during  part  of  the 
sea.son  and  not  enough  at  other  times,  left  the  cotton  region  with  only  about 
35,000  acres  to  be  picked.    Government  officials  had  hoped  for  an  acreage 
increased  to  about  double  the  area  actually  harvested. 

The  yield  was  unusually  low  because  of  damage  both  by  pests  and  by  weather 
Picking  was  completed  at  least  2  months  late  due  to  shortage  of  labor  and 
machinery.     Quality  of  the  crop  was  injured  where  picking  could  not  be  done 
on  time. 

The  cotton  region  of  Australia  is  a  comparatively  narrow  strip  along 
the  eastern  coast  of  Queensland  lying  approximately  between  the  Tropic  of 
Capricorn  on  the  north  and  the  Queensland-New  South  Wales  border  on  the  south. 
The  area  is  less  than  1  percent  of  the  total  cultivated  area  of  Australia. 

COTTON  CROP  IN  EL  SALVADOR 

The  Cotton  Growers  Cooperative  Association  of  El  Salvador  estimates 
the  1942-43  cotton  crop  of  the  country  at  67,854  Spanish  quintals  grown  on 
16,000  manzanos  of  land,  or  the  equivalent  of  approximately  13,800  bales 
of  478  pounds  on  27,600  acres.  The  area  now  being  planted  for  the  1943-44 
crop  is  expected  to  be  slightly  smaller  than  was  cultivated  last  year;  but 
it  is  too  early  for  a  definitely  accurate  estimate  as  the  planting  period 
usually  extends  through  September. 

Cotton  has  been  grown  in  El  Salvador  for  many  years,  but  interest 
lagged  and  production  was  almost  negligible  from  about  1924  to  1933. 
Since  then,  acreage  has  been  increased  considerably.    Average  yields  are 
usually  more  than  300  pounds  to  the  acre,  and  often  are  close  to  400  pounds. 
Ginning  machinery  is  old  and  generally  shortens  the  natural  staple  length 
of  the  unginned  crop  to  about  3/4  or  7/8  inches  by  the  time  the  cotton  is 
baled.    Numerous  insect  pests  attack  the  crop  'and  make  cotton  growing 
somewhat  uncertain. 

The  Cotton  Growers  Cooperative  was  organized  in  1941  to  control 
marketing  and  includes  all  of  the  growers  except  a  few  with  very  small  acreages. 
The  average  annual  area  planted  to  cotton  in  El  Salvador  during ' the  5  years 
beginning  1938-39  was,  according  to  the  most  reliable  reports  at  hand,  about 
13,600  acres;  and  the  production  of  ginned  cotton  averaged  about  8,200  bales. 
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LIVESTOCK,  MEATS,  AND  WOOL  .  .  . 


CANADIAN  HOG  MARKETINGS  EXPECTED  "TO  REACH  RECORD  LEVELS 

Hog  marketings  in  Canada  are  expected  to  "be  at  record  levels 
during  the  la.st  .half  of  1943,  .according  to  information  received  in  the 
Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations.    Several  factors  are  held  to 
be  responsible  for  this  expected  increase  in  marketings.    It  is  believed 
that  the  hog  survey  taken  last  June  will  show  over  8  million  hogs  on 
Canadian  farms  as  compared  with  7.1  million  in  June  1942.  '  The  spring 
pig  crop,  which  was  21  percent  larger  than  a  year  ago  according  to  far- 
rowing intentions,  will  be  moving  to  market  in  larger  volume.     The  ten- 
dency to  obtain  heavier  weights  per  hog,  and  therefore  delay  marketing, 
is  not  likely  to  continue.     Stricter  enforcement  of  slaughtering  permit 
regulations  is  said  to  be  correcting  the  abnormally  large  slaughterings 
for  sale  by  farmers  and  local  butchers.    Peed  and  labor  shortages  are 
preventing  the  withholding  of  gilts  to  increase  sow  numbers. 

Slaughtering 

Slaughterings  of  sows  were  exceptionally  large  during  the  past  year. 
This  was  due,  presumably,  to  a  rise  in  the  price  of  sows  and  to  the  ban 
on  exports  of  hogs  to  the  United  States  which  are  believed  to  have  included 
a  substantial  proportion  of  sows.     It  reflects,  to  some  degree,  producers' 
intentions  to  discontinue  increasing  or  even  to  reduce  the  size  of  fcheir 
hog  operations. 

During  the  past  few  years  of  increasing  pig  crops,  inspected 
slaughterings  increased  more  than  proportionately  until  a  year  ago, 
when  farm  and  local  butcherings  began  to  take  a  large  part  of  the  supply* 


CANADA:     Pig  crops  and  inspected  slaughterings,  1938-1943 


Year 

Pigs  saved  in 
previous  6  months 

Inspected  slaughter' 
and  live  exports 
in  next  6  months 

Percentage  of  pigs 
saved 

June  1 

[December  1 

June  1 

[December  1 

:    June  1 

■December  1 

1,000  head 

1,000  head 

1,000  head 

:  1,000  head 

:  Percent 

Percent 

1938 

•  2,821.9 

!  2,801.4 

1,444.3 

-  1,628.3 

51 

58 

1939  .. 

3,640.5 

l  3,725.6 

1,877.4 

:  2,407.7 

•  52 

:  65 

1940  .. 

5,073.2 

4,775.2 

2,796.3 

3,276.2 

!  55 

69 

1941  .. 

4,997.3 

4,516.5  ! 

3,009.5 

3,398.4'  • 

60      -  ' 

'"  75  ' 

1942  ..: 

5,743.0 

5,249.8  , 

2,809.1  - 

3,422.5 

:'  49 

65 

1943  a/: 

6,500.0  • 

3,900.0  ■ 

60  : 

Compiled  by  the  American  Legation,  Ottawa,     a/  Estimates. 


The  rush  of  lightweight  and  heavyweight ,  hogs  to  market  in  1941 
made  it  easier  to  fulfill  the  British  bacon  contract  that  year,  but  made 
it  impossible  to  fill  the  following  year's  contract  within  12  months. 
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When  action -was  taken  to  increase  average  hog  weight  s  by  practically 
debarring  lightweight  hogs  from  the  market  (effective  January  1942) 
and  "by  removing  the  price  discount  on  Grade  B  hogs  dressing  over  175 
pounds  (effective  March  1942),'  it  created  a  temporary  situation  where 
much  less  than  the  expected  number  of  hogs  was  "being  marketed.    This  was 
true  in  "both  Eastern  and  Western'  Canada,  hut  in  different  degree  at  dif- 
ferent times.     The  difficulty  was  aggravated  in  Eastern  Canada  hy  the 
abnormal  increase  in  farm  and  local  slaughter,  especially  during  last 
winter  and  spring.    The  situation  is  now  fairly  well  stabilized,  however, 
at  the  heavier  weight  level. 

The  Dominion  Department  of  Agriculture  has  warned  that  Canada 
cannot  hold  the  British' bacon  market  unless  the  quality  is  more  to  British 
requirement  than  current  wartime  shipments  have  been.     It  is  to  be  noted 
that  the  proportion  of  heavier  weight  carcasses  has  increased,  but  the 
percentage  of  Grade  A  and  Grade  Bl  is  being  maintained,  and  there  is  an 
insignificant  percentage  of  C  and  D  grade. 

CANADA:    Hog  carcass  gradings,  January  to  June,  1941  -  1943 


Carcass  weight 
and  grade 


Western  Canada 

Eastern  Canada 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1941 

1942 

1943 

Percent • 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent' 

Percent 

2.0  : 

0.3 

0.3 

3.1 

0.4 

0.3 

5.7  ! 

2.1  ! 

1.5 

7.4 

2.8  - 

2.5 

2.2 

0.5 

0.3 

2.3  , 

0.5 

0.4 

0.2  : 

0.1 

0.1 

0.1 

0.1  ! 

0.1 

29.2  : 

29.6 

26.2 

33.7 

36.6 

35.9 

45.4 

48.3 

41.5 

-  45.2 

49.7 

47.2 

5.4 

5.7 

4.4 

2.3  « 

2.5 

2.4 

0.4 

0.3 

0.2 

:  0.2 

0.2 

0.1 

4.8 

6.9 

12.4 

:  3.0 

4.2 

6.5 

0.3  : 

0.5 

1.0 

0.1 

0.1 

0.2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2.4 

3.3 

8.2 

1.1  • 

1.4 

2.6 

0.9 

1.1 

:  2.7 

0.3 

0.4  : 

0.7 

1.1 

1.3 

1.3 

:  1.2 

1.1  ' 

1.1 

119  and  under 
Light  ...... 

120  -  134 

B2  ......a.) 

02  

D2  

135  -  175 

A  

SI 

CI   

Dl   

176 


185 


B3  

C3   

D3  

186  -  205 


Heavy   

205 

Extra  Heavy 
AH  Weights 


S 


Compiled  by  the  American  Legation,  Ottawa. 


In  order  to  help  maintain  regular  snipments  of  bacon  to  Great.  ■. 
Britain  during  the  summer  months,  when  hog  marketings  are  at  their1  lowest 
levels,  the  Meat  Board  ordered  a  further  reduction  in  the  slaughter  of 
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hogs  for  domestic  consumption  in  Canada  effective  last  July  12. 
Exporting  packers,  previously  restricted- to  50  percent  of  their  1940 
kill  for  distribution  in  the  domestic  market,  had  their  slaughter  of 
hogs  of  exportable  quality  reduced  to  35  percent  of  their  -1940  slaugh-. 
ter.    Slaughter  for  domestic  consumption  up  to  50  percent  of  the  1940 
kill  is  permissible,  provided  the  additional  15  percent  consists  only 
of  sows. '  "  ;  •  .. 

The  number  of  hogs  that  may  "be  slaughtered  in  uninspected  abattoirs 
holding  Bacon  Board  (now  called  the  Meat  Board)  licenses  has  not  been  re- 
duced and  remains  at  50  percent  of  the  kill  for  all  hogs  slaughtered.  All 
holders  of  Wartime  Prices  and  Trade  Board  slaughter  permits,  but  not  of 
Bacon  Boa.rd  licenses,  are;  reduced  by  the  Order  from  75  percent  to  50  per- 
cent of  the  weekly  average  slaughter  for  1941.,  unless  the  total  slaughter 
in  1941  was  less  than  250  hogs,  in  which  case  the  slaughter  restriction 
remains  at  75  percent  of  1941;.    Farmers  slaughtering  for  their  own  use  and 
certain  areas,  classified  as  deficient,  are  exempted  under  the  new  order, 
same  as  under  previous  orders. 

The  order  is  not  expected  to  reduce  substantially  the  total 
quantity  of  pork  available  for  Canadian  consumers  since  the  canning  of 
pork  for  export  will  be  reduced.    Most  of  the  pork  of  the  class  previously 
canned  for  export  will  be : available  in  Canada  as  fresh  or  cured  meat. 
It  is  still  too  early  to' I determine  how  effective  the  order  will  be  in 
providing  additional  supplies  for  export. 

Stocks 


Cold  storage  stocks  of  pork  failed: to . rise  to . normal . seasonal 
levels  because  of ' disappointing  hog  receipts • and  the  heavy  drain  on  sup- 
plies for- export  and  domestic  use:    A  progressive  •  improvement  has  taken 
place  in  the  storage. picture. throughout  the  spring  and  summer, -however,  , 
as  net  withdrawals  have  been  considerably  less  than  in  the.,  same  .period  of 
either  of  the  past  2  years.     Total  stocks ' on .July  1  were  5.6  million, 
pounds  higher  than  at  the:  same  date  last  yea.r  and' about  the -same  as.  on 
July  1,  1941.    Frozen  stocks  have  held  up' exceptionally  well  this  season, 
considering  the  small  reserve  accumulated  during  the  winter,  and  at  July 
1  were  nearly  5  million  pounds  higher  than  a. year. ago.    Stocks  of  fresh: 
pork  in  storage  this  spring  and  summer  have  remained  somewhat  higher. than 
last  year; 

Hog  Prices  : 

In;  March,  competitive  bidding  for  limited  offerings  by  packers" 
andJ  domestic,  slaughterers  forced  hog. prices  to  seasonal  peaks  at  all  of' 
the  principal  markets.    With  improved  supplies,  the  imposition  of  specific 
domestic  price  ceilings  for  pork  and  the  tightening  of  controls  on  unin- 
spected slaughter,  prices  eased  slightly  in  April  and  May.  During„.June 
a,nd  July  priees- remained  very  stable  at  levels  slightly  above  April  and 
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May,  Present  hog  prices  represent  a  fine  "balance  "between-  the  contract 
export  price  and  the  higher  domestic  price  level  for  pork. 

■    CANADA:    Bacon  hogs,  monthly  average  price  (in  Canadian  currency) 


per  100  pounds,  live  weight  1941-43  a/ 


June 

Julv 

Dollars 

:  Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Toronto 

1941 

:  8.45 

9.10 

10.10 

10.96 

1942 

r  11.39 

11.45 

11.62 

11.89 

1943 

f      12.55  • 

12.58 

12.58  ! 

b/  12.64 

Winnipeg  ' 

1941 

7.80    '  ! 

8.38 

9.22 

10.40 

1942 

10.54 

10.54 

10.62 

10.65 

1943 

•  -11.86 

11.85 

11.87 

b/  11.90 

Calvary  • 

1941 

7.64  ! 

8.08 

!  8.90 

9.95 

1942 

10.31 

10.33 

:  10.51 

:  10.56 

1943 

11.68 

11.62 

:  1.1.59 

b/  11.59 

Compiled  by  the  American  Legation,  Ottawa. 

a/  Bl  grade,  75  percent  of  carcass-weight  price,  b/  Week  ended  July  15,  1943 
Feed  Costs 

Peed  costs  have  increased  markedly  .since  May,  particularly  in  the 
case  of  wheat,  which  has  advanced  almost  $3  a  ton.    Whea,t  has  "become  less 
advantageous  for  feeding  hogs  as  a  result  of  the  increased  price.  All 
grades  of  barley,  including  the  lowest  grades  of  feed,  have  reached  the 
ceiling  price  of  64-6/8  cents  a  "bushel  or  approximately  $27  a  ton,  and  oats 
at  $29.70  is  near  the  upper  limit  permitted  under  price  regulations. 

Rising  feed  costs  are  reflected  in  a  slightly  downward  trend  of  the 
hog-barley  ratio  form  21.8  in  April  and  May  to  21.1  in  June  and  20.6 
for  each  of  the  first  2  weeks  in  July.     The  relationship  in  July  was  less 
favorable  for  feeding  hogs  than  at  any  time  since  July  1942  but  still  is 
considerably  above  a  long-time  average.     The  ratio  should  remain  -  stabilized 
at  about  its  present  level  for  the  next  several  months.    Barley  prices 
can  go  no  higher  and  are  not  likely  to  decline  appreciably  in  view  of 
the  very  strong  demand  and  the  indifferent  1943  crop  in  sight  at  this 
time.     On  the  other  hand,  no  important  change  in  hog  prices  is  in  pros-  • 
pect  unless  offerings  of  hogs  and  cattle  in  the  peak  fall  season  over- 
take the  country's  processing  capacity. 

Danish  Hog, Numbers  Make  Substantial  Recovery 

Hog  numbers  in  Denmark  increased  to  1,929,000  head  in  June  and 

were  69  percent  above  the  low  level  to  which  they  fell  in  the  summer  of 

1942.     This  increase  in  a  12-month  period  is  greater. than  the  reduction 

that  occurred  in  the. first  year  of  the  German  occupation.  Young  hogs 
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showed  an  increase  of  8,000  head  above  the  May  figures  and  sows  an  increase 
of  10,000  head.     The  increase  of  hog  numbers  in  1942-43  is  attributed  to 
a  desire  on  the  part  of  Danish  agricultural  authorities  to  build  up  hog 
numbers  to  the  highest  number  that  can  be  maintained  on  current  feed  sup- 
plies in  order  that  Denmark  may  resume  its  former  position  in  the 
international  trade  in  bacon  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  war  is  over. 


Denmark:    Periodical  estimates  of  hog  numbers,  1939-1943 


r.ion  Oil 

•  xyoy 

>      i  QAr\ 
!  ±y4U 

>           "I  Q/1  1 

!  iy-±o 

>     X  y  KJKJU 

•    i  non 
;     x , uuu 

>      i  nnn 

X  f  UUU 

.  .    1 ,  (JUL) 

a/ 

>       i  nnn 

!  IjUUU 

•j  anuai  y . 

i  &/ 

>     "«  / 
'  a/ 

i  4.»yoo 

;       x , DUD 

February  . . . . ; . . . 

:  2,719  • 

:    3 , 040 

:  a/ 

1,468 

>  1,721 

March  . 

:  2,724  : 

:  3!o66 

1,873 

.  1^267 

:  1^875 

April   

'  2,706 

:      a/  . 

1,825 

;  S/ 

:  a/ 

May  

2,754  ' 

'  3,134 

:  1,721 

1,162 

:  1,866 

June  »  -  • 

2,997 

'  3,218 

i  w 

:  1,141 

:  1,929 

July   « 

3,133 

■  »/ 

1,770. 

'  1,206 

August  

3,164 

2,991 

1,940  ! 

1,383 

September   < 

a/ 

2,741 

a/ 

a/ 

October    : 

3,192 

a/ 

2,013 

1,593 

November    ! 

3,230 

2,528 

1,925 

1,559 

December   j 

3,134  : 

2,189 

1.691  : 

a/ 

Compiled  from  official  sources^     a/  Not"  available. 


CONTINUED  EXPANSION  0E  ARGENTINE  HOG  INDUSTRY  INDICATED 

Latest  reports  indicate  that  despite  higher  corn  prices,  hog 
feeding  in  Argentina  is  still  profitable;  and  hog  slaughter  will  show 
an  increase  for  the  year  1943.     Factors  favorable  to  the  continued  ex- 
pansion of  tne  hog  industry  at  the  present  time  are  (1)  attractive  hog  •  - 
prices,  (2)  availability  of  feeds  other  than'  corn,  and  (3)  good  ex- 
port outlook  for  pork. 

The  unfavorable  reactions  of  hog  feeders  to  the  substantial  reduction 
in  corn  stocks  and  the  inevitable  rise  in  the  price  of  corn  is  expected 
to  be  of  a  temporary' nature  only.    Hogs  are  not  being  fed  to  such  heavy  weight 
as  formerly,  however,  the  average  for  1943  so  far  being  11  pounds  under ■ 1942. 
This  is  due  partially  to  the 'rise  in  the  price  of  corn  and  partially  to  the 
insistence  of  the  British  Ministry  of  Pood  on  leaner  hogs.  ' 

Hog  slaughter  in  Argentina  in  1943  is  expected  to  reach  4,300,000 
head,  according  to  preliminary  estimates,  an    increase  of  36  percent  above 
1942.     Freezing  establishments  will  slaughter  2,600,000  head,  according 
to  present  estimates,  an  increase  of  60  percent  above  1942,  and  canned- 
meat  factories  about  100,000  head,  or  30,000  more  than  in  1942.     In  1942  ■ 
approximately  1,640,000  or  52  percent  of  the  total  number  killed  in  Ar- 
gentina were  slaughtered  in  freezing  establishments.    Canned-meat  factories 
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slaughtered  only  a  small  percentage  of  the  total.     Domestic  consumption 
accounted  for  approximately  1,4-45,000  head  or  46  percent  of  the  total,  i.e., 
most  of  the  hogs  killed  at  Buenos  Aires  slaughter  house,  at  slaughter 
houses  in  the  interior  of  the  country,  and  on  farms., 

Marketings  have  been  unusually  heavy  since  last  September  and  in 
June  1943  reached  the  record  number  of  284,000  head.    Marketings  have  ex- 
ceeded 200,000  head  each  month  since  August,  with  the  exception  of  January 
when  they  were  only  192,000  head.     The  monthly  average  for  January-June 
has  been  236,000  head  in  1943  against  144,000  in  1942  and  only  68,000  in 
1939. 

The  exportable  surplus  of  frozen  pork  in  1943  is  estimated  at 
approximately  209  million  pounds,  actual  weight,  or  322  million  pounds 
converted  to  a  bone-in  basis.    This  is  an  increase  of  93  percent  above 
1942.     Only  about  one  third  of  that  amount,  however,  was  shipped  during 
the  first  6  months  of  1943.    Pre-war  exports  averaged  22  million  pounds 
annually  in  the  5  years  1934-1938.     Including  ham,  bacon,  salted,  and 
canned  pork,  the  exportable  surplus,  on  a  bone-in  basis,  in  1943  is  ex- 
pected to  reach  351  million  pounds  compared  with  198  million  in  1942. 
Although  details  are  not  available  for  publication,  the  belief  is  that 
most  of  the  exportable  surplus  will  be  sold  to  the  British  Ministry  of  Food. 

If  a  normal  corn  crop  is  produced  in  1943-44  .and  the  present 
unfavorable  export  outlook  for  corn  continues,  grain  stocks  would  be  ex- 
pected to  increase  greatly  and  the  relationship  between  corn  and  hog 
prices  would  again  become  quite  favorable  for  feeding. 

ARGENTINA!    Exports  of  pork,  dressed  weight  bone-in  basis,  1934-1943 


Year 


Frozen 


Actual 
we  ight 


Bone-in 
basis 


Hams 


Bacon 


Salt 
Pork 


Canned 


:  Total 
: fresh 
:bone-in 
:  basis 


[illion  pounds 


1934   ! 

•  33 

33 

:  5 

:  1 

6 

1935  

:  20 

•  20 

5 

:  4 

:  5 

1936   . ... 

'  20 

20 

.8 

:  4 

7 

1937   

21 

21 

:  14 

8 

7 

1938   

•  18 

•  18 

13 

:  4 

:  4 

1939   

14 

14 

■8 

:  3 

!.  .4 

1940   

3 

3 

1 

:  1 

1 

1941   « 

68 

68 

2 

1 

1 

1942   : 

b/118  S! 

c/167 

4 

9. 

8 

1943  a/   

209 

322 

'd/26 

aj 
3 


45 
34 
39 
50 
39 
29 
6 
72 
188 
351 


.   •*  ~  _'  ■  - — </.>.  .— -   • 

b/  Boneless  and  bone-iu.-  cj  Estimate  based  on  report  from 

American  agricultural  attache  at  Buenos  Aires,.  July  30,  1943  d/  Pork  products 
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VFSETABLE  OILS  AND  OILSEEDS  ,   .  . 


CANADIAN  FLAXSEED  HARVEST  MAY  BE  SMALLER  THAN  ANTICIPATED'  " 

Canadian  flaxseed  prospects  are  not  bright  although  1943  acreage 
is  the  largest  on  record.  "  Condition  figures  "based  on  a  long-time  aver- 
age indicate  low  yields  throughout  virtually  the  entire  country  but 
especially  in  Saskatchewan  where  most  of  the  crop  is  produced.  Damage 
from  rust  has  been  checked  but  weeds  and  insects  are  still  serious  men- 
aces.   The  extremely  varied  situation  in  this  Province  makes  it  difficult 
to  predict  the  outcome  of  the  crop.    Drought  prevails  in  the  southwestern 
section,  wnile  elsewhere  conditions  range  from  poor  to  excellent. 


CANADA:    Condition  of  flaxseed  by  provinces,  July  31,  1943, 
with  comparisons.  (Long-time  average  yield  per  acre^lOO) 


;  •                                   July  31 

Province 

:  1940 

:  1941 

1942 

1943 

:  Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

:  Percent 

!  95 

82  ! 

95 

72 

!  86 

{  92 

:  95 

:  92 

Saskatchewan  ....... 

t  81 

!          77  ! 

114 

68 

1  96 

74     '  ' 

109 

72 

100 

100 

104  ' 

101 

:  85 

80 

110 

71 

Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics,  Ottawa.. 


Flaxseed  production  for  all  Canada  in  1942  amounted  to  14,392,000 
bushels  from  1,492,000  acres,  representing  the  largest  area  and  yield 
since  1913.     The  first  official  estimate  for  1943  will  not  be  released 
until  September  10;  however,  a  June  survey  of  the  Prairie  Provinces 
placed  .the  area  at  2,768,400  acres,  exceeding  the  1943  goal  for  the 
entire  country  by  268,400  acres. 

CANADA:    Flaxseed  stocks,  July  31,  1943,  with  comparisons 


Location 


July  :31 


1941 


1943 


In  Canada  .  : 

On  farms  

Country  &  private  terminal  elevators: 
Western  mills  &  mill  elevators  '.....: 
Interior  terminal  elevators 
Fort  William-Port  Arthur  elevators  . : 

In  transit-lakes   : 

In  transit-rail   ; 

Eastern  elevators  : 

Total  in  Canada   : 

Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics,  Ottawa 


;1,000 
bushels 
15 
110 
33 

255 
81 
77 
49 


1,000 
bushels 
394 
1,229 
110 
•  21 
'  1,674 
19 
185 
108 


620 


3,740 
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SUGAR  .   .  . 


MEXICAN  SUGAR  OUTPUT  LOWER  THAN  EXPECTED.;.;  :: 

Mexican  production  of  refined  sugar  from  the  1942-43  sugar  cane  crop,  har- 
vesting of  which  "began  in  December,  1942,  is  not  expected  to  exceed  454,000 
short  tons,  according  to  a  report  from  the  American  Embassy  in  Mexico  City. 
This  is  much  lower  than  the  early  forecast  of  529,000  short  "'tons  and  a  subse- 
quent forecast  of  502,000  tons. 

Earlier  estimates  had  "been  predicated  on  the  increased  cane  area,  estimated 
at  343,000  acres  compared  with  313,000  acres  in  1.941.-42.    The.  reduction  in  the 
early  forecasts  of  sugar  production  was  attributed  to  a  number  of  reasons. 
Among  them  were  frosts  in  the  State  of  Jalisco,  floods  near  San  Cristobal  in 
Veracruz,  labor  difficulties  in  the  State  of  Sinoloa,  lack  of  sufficient  trans- 
portation to  move  the  cane  crop  in  the  State  of  Morelos,  and  an  overestimate  of 
the  crop  in  the  State  of  Tamaulipos. 

The  sugar  situation  in  Mexico  this  year  is  expected  to  be  characterized 
by  "a  close  balance  betwe.en  domestic  supply  and  consumption  of  sugar."  Because 
of  the  lower  than  expected  production  and  the  continued  upward  trend  in  consump- 
tion, it  is.  believed  that  33,000  short  tons  of  sugar  will  have  to  be-  imported. 
Indications  are  that  arrangements  have  already  been  made  for  imports  of  about 
8.000  tons  from  El  Salvador.    Negotiations  were  reported  as  underway  for 
imports  of  possibly  20,000  to  25,000  tons  from  Cuba. 

The  report  points  out,  however  that  "there  is  no  serious  cause  for  alarm 
about  a  possible  sugar  shortage  in  Mexico  before  harvesting  of  the  1943-44  crop 
begins,  which  is  usually  in  December."    The  need  for  33,000'  tons  of  imported 
sugar  is  attributed  entirely  to  the  fact  that  "if  imports  are  not  made,  the 
carryover  will  be  very  small...." 

"Representatives  of  the  sugar  industry  desire  to  have  a  carryover  of 
approximately  55,000  short  tons  on  January  1,  1944.     In  the  last. .two  or  three 
years  it  has  been  the  policy  to  have  a  carryover  of  about  that  size  on 
January  1  Such  a  carryover  "is  desired  as  some  assurance  of  being  able 

to  meet  unexpected  demands  for  sugar" . 

"Domestic  consumption  of  sugar  for  1943  is  now  forecast  at  479,500  short 
tons.     This  would  be  an  increase  of  about  47,400  short  tons  over  the  consump- 
tion in  1942."     The  report  points  out,  however,  that  increasing  quantities  of 
sugar  included  in  the  estimates  for  domestic"  consumption ■ are  "being  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  products  for  export  such  as  candy,  canned  fruits  and  vegetables..," 
"Action  has  been  taken  by  the  Mexican  Government  to  control  the  export  of  sugar  j 
in  all  forms." 

"The  area  devoted  to -sugar  cane  production  next  season  (1943-44)  is 
expected  to  be  equally  as  large,  and  possibly  larger  than,  for  the  1942-43  season. 
If  normal  yields  are  obtained  and  if  the  crop  can  be  harvested,  the  production 
or  refined  sugar  in  1943-44  should  be  above  496,000  short  tons,"  it  was  stated. 
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GENERAL  AND  MISCELLANEOUS  . 


FATHER  "CONDITIONS  ABROAD  Pi  JULY  AND  EARLY  AUGUST 

The  following  summarizes  the  latest  reports  oh  weather  conditions 
in  specified  countries  for  the -periods  indicated.  '  ;';  , 

Unit-ed  kingdom  and  Ireland:"  In  July  the  weather  generally  was  favor- 
able; crops  were  maturing  satisfactorily  r-nd  an  unusually  good  harvest  was 
expected.  .  .  s  ....... 

"  Denmark Dry  and  hot  weather  in  late  July  caused  the  grain  crop 
•to  ripen  more  rapidly  than  was  desirable  and  unfavorably  .affected  the  roQt 
crops.    The  condition  of  root:  crops,  however,  was  "believed  to!" have  .been  " .' 
improved  considerably  by  rains  early  in  August.  '  '  '  '  '   '  . 

Germany,  Prance,  and  Switzerland:    Dry  weather  experienced  in 
Germany  earlier  in  the  season  was  relieved  in  July  by  plentiful  rains. 
They  were  reported  as  having  offset  the.  damage  done  by  the  drought  and  a 
good  grain  harvest  was  said  to  be  in  prospect.    The  fruit  crop  was;  re- 
ported as  average.    Due  to  dry  weather,'  there  was  some  damage  to  crops 
in  south-eastern  France ,  more  especially  .to.  sugar  beets,  but  for  the 
country  as  &■  whole;  the  weather  was  generally  satisfactory.     In  July 
weather  conditions ' in  Switzerland  were  favorable  with  moderate  rains 
in  some  areas.    The  cherry^  crop  was  reported  as  below  expectations  and 
wine  prospects  as  above  average. 

The  Balkans  and  Turkey:  In  Hungary  dry  and  warm  weather  prevailed 
during  July;    Rainfall  was  reported  as  being  below  average  everywhere,  ex- 
cept in'afew  parts;of  the  higher  altitudes,  and  in  the  northeastern  Car- 
pathians.   Large  areas  on  the  Hungarian  plains  were  badly  in  need 'of  rain. 
The  dry  and  warm  weather  was  favorable  for  wheat  and  rye  threshing  which 
was  everywhere  in  progress.'   In  late  July  some  parts  of  Rumania  were  suffer- 
ing from  insufficient  moisture  but  this  condition  was  relieved  by  good 
general  rains  during  the  first  weeks  of  August.    In  Turkey  climatic  con-  . 
ditions  have  been  favorable  for  all  crops;  yields  are  satisfactory  and  the 
wheat  crop  is  believed  to  be  adequate  for  home  needs.    Slovakia  experienced 
a  long  period  of  rain  in  July  which  stopped  in  time  to  allow  crops  £„o 
ripen  fully.    A  good  yield  of  apricots,  cherries,  peaches  and  apples  is  ^ 
expected.    1 :  '.  *     "  ' 

Italy;  Spain  and  Portugal:    In  Italy  the  harvests  prospects  of. many 
seed  crops  were  greatly  improved  by  the  rains  which  fell  during  the "first 
part  of  July.    Crops-  in  Spain  suffered  from  dry  weather  and  by  the  first 
week  of  August  the  wheat  harvest  was  reported  as  below  normal.'  '  The  long  ' 
drought  in  Portugal  was  not  broken  until  in  July  by  light  and  ineffective 
rains,'  and  crop  losses  'are  reported  to  be  Severe.  ' 

S o vi et  Un  1  on :  Abun dan t  rain  fell  in  the  central  a'nd  southeastern 
parts  of  European  Russia  during  July  and  at  the  end  of  the  month  harvest 
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prospects  in  the  Ukraine  were  generally  favorable.    According  to  reports 
from  the  Kuban  areas  the  weather  was  hot  during  a  large  part  of  July, 
sunny  in  the  Saratov  region  and  warm  with  intermittent  rains  in  the  Kuibishev 
district,  Novosibirsk  reported  hot  weather  and  Chkalov  sunny  weather.  Wet 
and  cool  weather  was  experienced  in  the  Moscow  area  the  first  part  of  July 
and  clear  sunny  weather  during  the  last  week  of  the  month.:  •  1 

China  and  British  India;    Throughout  Free  China  crop  prospects  in 
June  were  greatly  improved  by  widespread  rains.    This  season  the  monsoon 
rains  in  British  India  came  rather  late.    Even  as  late  as  mid- July  no 
floods  had  occurred.  In  the  latter  part  of  July  several  floods  developed 
in  the  Bengal  area.    These  resulted  in  some  local  damage  but  as  of  the 
first  week  of  August  they  were  not  expected  to  have  had  a  major  effect  on 
the  total  production  of  rice  in  that  area. 

Australia  and  Hew  Zealand;    In  late  July  dryness  was  reported  as 
existing  over  large  areas'  of  Australia  and  in  August  crops  were  off  to 
an  uncertain  start  due  to  inadequate  rains.    The  Auckland,  Waikato  and  ' 
Hawk's  Bay  districts  of  New  Zealand  suffered  from  unusually  dry  weather 
during  April  and -May  but  in  other  parts  of  the  Dominion  the  weather  on 
the  whole  was  favorable. 

Canada;    Except  for  the  drought  stricken  areas  of  Saskatchewan  and 
Alberta,  generally  favorable  weather  prevailed  at  mid-August  throughout 
the  Dominion.    After  a  cold  wet  spring,  the  weather  turned  hot  during  the 
first  half  of  July  and  crops  developed  rapidly  in  western  Canada.      By  the 
first  week  of  August  most  of  western  Canada,  with  the  exception  of  Sas- 
katchewan and  Alberta,  had  received  sufficient  rainfall  to  benefit  late 
crops  and  pastures.     In  west  central  Saskatchewan  and  southeastern  Al- 
berta the  severe  drought  was  intensified  by  high  temperatures.    The  rains 
which  came  were  too  scattered  and  too  late  to  be  of  material  benefit  to 
crops.    Lack  of  rain  has  been  the  greatest  single  factor  in  crop  deterior- 
ation in  western  Canada  this  year  and  good  soaking  rains  are  needed  to 
maintain  present  conditions.    Even  with  rain  many  sections  of  the  drier 
areas  cannot  hope  to  return  a  normal  yield.     In  Manitoba  conditions  were 
more  favorable,  rainfall  since  April  1  having  been  above  normal. 

Argentina;    The  country  was  favored  with  plenty  of  rain  during  the 
month  of  July  but  this  was  accompanied  by  a.bove  normal  temperatures.  As 
a  result  crops  developed  too  rapidly  in  some  areas.    This  was  followed  by 
some  frost  and  clear  cold  weather,  which  checked  the  excessive  growth  and 
was  more  favorable  to  crops.    At  mid-August  the  wea.ther  continued  to  be 
favorable. 


Such  information  as  is  available  on  weather  conditions  in  foreign- 
countries,  is  now  on  file  in  room  4509,  South  Building,  U.  S.  Department 
of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.C.,  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations. 
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CUBAN  GOVERNMENT" TO  ESKT  UNCULTIVATED  LANDS 


The  Cuban'  Government  will  require  •  compulsory  leasing  to  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  of  certain  lands  which  are  not  now  cultivated,  and  which  the  Govern- 
ment desires  to  place  in  cultivation  by  sub-leasing  to  farmers,  according  to  a 
report  from  the  American  Embassy  in  Hahana.    A  decree(No.2273)  establishing 
this  program  was  signed  July  24,  1943,  and  Vcame  effective  on  August  6. 

The  decree  provides  that  "for  the  duration  of  thenar,  certain  uncultivated 
lands  whose  area  exceeds  -five  caballerias  (165.8  acres)  must  he  leased  to  the 
State  if  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  so  desires.     Owners  may  offer  such  lands 
voluntarily,  farmers  may  ask-  the  Ministry  to  obtain  designated  lands  for  them, 
or  the  Minister  hifcSself  may  initiate  proceedings." 

"Uncultivated  lands  are  defined  as  those  which  since  January  20,  1942,  have 
had  less  than  50  cordeles  per  caballeria  (15  percent  of  their  area)  planted  to 
food,  oilseed,  fiber,  or  tobacco  crops."     Special  effort  will  be  made  "to  rent 
and  restore  lands  now  unfit  for  cultivation."     It  was  pointed  out  that  "the  prin- 
cipal purpose  of  the  decree  is  to  obtain  an  appropriate  and  sufficient  supply 
of  agricultural  product's  for  the  people  of  the  nation...." 

"Annual  rents  paid  by  the  State  will  not  exceed  twenty  dollc-rs  per  caballeria 
(33.16  acres),  or  about  60  cents  per  acre,  for  cultivable  land,  and  not  more  than 
one  dollar  per  caballeria,  or  about  3  cents  per  acre,  for  .land  overrun  by  marabu. 
The  land  will  be  subleased  to  farmers  who  will  not  be  charged  r?ore  than  the  rent 
paid  by  the  State." 

"The  compulsory  leases  will  expire  either  after  the  last  hrrvest  in  the  year 
following  the  end  of  the  war,  or  after  five  years,  whichever  is  later.  Upon 
expiration  of  the  compulsory  lease,1 the  owner  may'pt  his  option  reimburse  the 
operator  for  the  appraised  value  of  improvements,  or  extend "the  lease  for  five 
years,  thereby  discharging  his  obligation  to  pay  the  indemnity." 

"The  Minister  of  Agriculture  is  authorized  to  lease  6,900  caballerias 
(approximately  228,818  acres)  allocated  among  the  Provinces  as  follows:  3,000 
caballerias  in  Oriente,  1,000  each  in  Camaguey,  Santa  Clara,  and  Pinar  del  Rio, 
500  in  Matanzas,  and  300  in  Habana.    No.  lands  may  be  taken  which  are,  in  culti- 
vation, occupied  by  timber  or  used  for  cattle  production.     Other  exemptions 
ar-  lands  on  which  renters  are  protected  by  Sugar  Coordination, Law  of  1937, 
lands  needed  for  mining,  lands  located  within  five  kilometers  of  towns  or  the 
seashore,  or"  more  than' 10  kilometers  from  public  roads,;  and  privately-owned 
keys."  "  V- '  -  ' 

In  commenting  on  the  new  law  an  authority  in  Cuba  stated  in  part  as  follows: 
"The  general  objective  of  bringing  together  idle  lands  ...  to  increase  wartime 
food  production  is  regarded  favorably  ...."     "The  many  exemptions  from  compulsory 
rental  at  present  provide  ample  protection  for  owners  of  productive  lands,  and 
.the  rents  'paid  by  the  Government  for  uncultivated  lands  are  near  the  prevailing 
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